
 

 

Second Sunday of Christmas 

    January 5, 2025 



ISAIAH 9:6T 



 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us.  





 

















 



 



 

How lovely is thy dwelling place, 

O Lord of hosts, to me! 

My thirsty soul desires and longs 

within thy courts to be; 

my very heart and flesh cry out, 

O living God for thee. 

 

Beside thine altars, gracious Lord, 

the swallows find a nest; 

how happy they who dwell with thee 

and praise thee without rest, 

and happy they whose hearts are set 

upon the pilgrim's quest. 

 

They who go through the desert vale 

will find it filled with springs, 

and they shall climb from height to 

height 

till Zion's temple rings 

with praise to thee, in glory throned, 

Lord God, great King of kings. 

 

One day within thy courts excels 

a thousand spent away; 

how happy they who keep thy laws 

nor from thy precepts stray, 

for thou shalt surely bless all those 

who live the words they pray. 









 



 

 

The Ministration of Communion 
All Christians who have been baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are welcome to 

receive Holy Communion.  To receive the bread, place one hand in the other with palms facing up.  If you wish to 

only receive the bread, please cross your arms over your chest when the chalice bearer comes to you with the wine.  

Anyone may come forward to request a blessing from the priest, or prayers for healing.   





 



 



Holiday message from Archbishop Steve Wood: 
Happy New Year! 

I wonder what New Year resolutions you’ve made for 2025? 

I’ve one resolution. It has been my resolution for most of my adult life. It is not 

unique to me. It is from 1 Corinthians 2.2, “For I resolved to know nothing while I 

was with you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  This single verse 

encapsulates both the ground of my salvation and the ongoing focus of my work as 

your Archbishop. 

How am I to attain this resolution, this goal of knowing Christ and Him crucified? 

I am not left to wonder. Scripture lays out quite clearly how I attain to maturity in 

Christ: 

1. A commitment to Bible reading. 

2. A commitment to the community of faith. 

3. A commitment to regular worship, especially centered around the Lord’s 

Supper. 

4. A commitment to prayer.  

5. A commitment to regular, generous, and at times sacrificial, giving to the 

work of the gospel in both my local parish and the global church. 

These practices have become a deeply rooted rhythm of my life. So deeply rooted 

that they have become unconscious actions. However, I will confess, I was not 

naturally inclined to any of these commitments. My heart had to be converted to 

them. I will also add that I remain faithful to these practices because even now it 

would be easy to neglect one or more and then find myself in a state of spiritual 

torpor.  

Central though, is Bible reading. In fact, without Scripture we would not know of 

these practices - and more importantly, we would not know the content and 

substance of The Faith. And so, regularly and methodically I move through several 

chapters of Scripture each day.  

You will not be surprised to know that I often hear any number of reasons why 

folks do not (“can not”) find the time for daily Bible reading. Hearing this line of 

reasoning one too many times John Piper once said something along the lines 

of “one of the great uses of Twitter and Facebook will be to prove at the Last Day 



that the neglect of Scripture reading and prayerlessness was not from lack of 

time.” I typically do not argue the point. People do what they want to do.  

 

Bible Reading Plans for 2025 

If you begin this year looking for a Bible reading plan or a devotional, what should 

you consider as you choose a plan/devotional? I’d suggest that you aim to read the 

actual Bible, not someone telling you their opinion or thought on some matter. Far 

too many devotional books are the words of the author, not the Word of Life. With 

this in mind, here are a few options for you to consider: 

 

A Bible Reading Plan 

Shortly after we married Jacqui introduced me to a Bible reading method 

called, “Beginnings.” On the first day of using this plan you read one chapter from 

Genesis 1 (the creation story), Ezra 1 (the return of Israel from the Babylonian 

captivity), Matthew 1 (the birth of Jesus), and Acts 1 (the birth of the church). Each 

of these chapters marks a beginning. Each following day then continues in 

succession, i.e., Genesis 2, Erza 2, Matthew 2, Acts 2, and so on. If you miss a day 

(or a few days) simply pick up where you left off.  

I have followed this plan in continued repetition for almost 40 years. I prefer it 

because I prefer to read the actual words of the Bible. I am also consistently 

surprised at how often the texts will interrelate and illuminate one another. I’ve 

added to this plan one chapter a day from both the Psalms and Proverbs 

(conveniently there are 31 chapters in Proverbs matching the 31 days of the 

month). When I reach the end of a particular section I begin that section again 

while continuing to read the other sections in their order.  

 

Devotionals 

Far and away my favorite devotional is the one written by Nicky & Pippa Gumbel 

(The Alpha Course). This is the devotional that Jacqui uses. I’ve recommended it to 

many. Each day you will read sections of Scripture from the Old Testament, the 

New Testament, and Wisdom literature (Psalm/Proverbs), ultimately reading 

through the Bible over the course of the year. A brief commentary explaining the 

https://alpha.org/


 

text follows accompanied by prayer. You can read more about this and download 

the app: https://bible.alpha.org/en 

A second devotional option is from Alistair Begg’s Truth for Life. Besides being one 

of my favorite preachers, his devotional presents a text from the Bible and then he 

explains it and offers a practical application to your life. This devotional is also 

available electronically at this link: https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/truth-

for-life  

A third option is from Anne Graham Lotz (Billy Graham’s daughter). Her 

devotional is similar to the one written by Alistair Begg and follows the same 

pattern: a biblical text, a bit of commentary, and a brief application. You can find 

her devotional here: https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/joy-of-my-heart-

with-anne-graham-lotz 

Finally, if you would like something that follows the seasonal calendar of the 

church, I recommend Eighth Day Prayers. A newer devotional, written by 

members of the ACNA, Eighth Day Prayers includes a Biblical text, a bit of 

reflection on the text, and a Scripture-based prayer to conclude your devotional 

time. You can find out more here: https://eighthdayprayer.org 

A Closing Thought and Prayer 

James Montgomery Boice, the scholar, pastor, and author of many books about the 

Bible, wrote that the great issue of our day would not be the authority of the Bible, 

but its sufficiency. Would we trust it to be all that we need for life and godliness? 

The question remains, is the Bible sufficient for you? 

Resolve with me to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Word. 

 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant 

us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have 

given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

https://bible.alpha.org/en
https://www.truthforlife.org/
https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/truth-for-life
https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/truth-for-life
https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/joy-of-my-heart-with-anne-graham-lotz
https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/joy-of-my-heart-with-anne-graham-lotz
https://eighthdayprayer.org/


 

 

How I Spent My Summer Sabbatical 
or 

How I Learned To Stop Hurrying and Love The Sabbath 

 

 

Worship Helpers Wanted 

Family Game Night 
Bring your favorite board or card game and an appetizer or dessert to share 

and spend a winter evening together with your chuPrch family. 
Friday, January 10 from 6 PM to ?  

Save the Date 

We will have an After Service Potluck Sunday January 19th  



 

http://www.staac.church/
mailto:sethbrooker@gmail.com

